
SHORT COMMUNICATIONS.

CIRCULAR LETTER TO PHYSICIANS AND OTHERS IN REFERENCE TO
THE INVESTIGATION OF THE YELLOW FEVER EPIDEMIC OF 1878.

To Physicians and others residing in the Cities and Towns visited by the

Yellow Fever:
—

Acting upon the advice of members of the American Public Health Association, the Sur-
geon-General of the Marine Hospital Service has organized a commission to gather and re-

cord all importantyùcis relating to the commencement and spread of the present epidemic of
yellow fever, with the view of establishing truths upon which the theory and practice of pre-
vention of future epidemics may rest.
The gentlemen composing the commission

—

Professor Bemiss, of New Orleans, Dr.
Cochran, of Mobile, and Professor Howard, of Baltimore

—

have already commenced their
work in New Orleans, and will visit the principal places in which the yellow fever has pre-
vailed.
The cordial cooperation of all who have facts to communicate bearing upon the subject

under investigation is earnestly solicited for the commission.
A preliminary report of the facts gathered up to the 19th day of November next will be

presented to the American Public Health Association, which will convene on that day in
the city of Richmond, to discuss the report, and to advise the best course to be pursued in
concluding the labors of the commission.
It is not intended to terminate the investigation on the 19th of November, but it is desir-

able that those interested in public hygiene in all parts of our country should meet in coun-

cil prior to the assembling of Congress, as it is generelly believed that legislative action will
be promptly taken in reference to preventing future epidemics. The agitation of the public
mind upon this important subject is proper and commendable, but herein lies the peril of
hasty or not fully matured legislation, and it is hoped that by the action proposed Congress
may have the benefit of the advice of the representative men of sanitary science.
The invitation of the officers and executive committee of the American Public Health

Association, extended for the Richmond meeting, is to " medical and sanitary authorities
and other citizens who seek to promote the public health." This will afford an opportunity
for all who desire to advise in reference to the work in hand.
If the voluntary contributions of money for the expenses of the commission are sufficient,

it is intended to add to the commission a sanitary engineer, a microscopist, and a meteorol-
ogist.
The first step in the investigation is, as already stated, an examination into the causes of

the commencement and spread of the epidemic, now being prosecuted by the commission.
The second step is the study of the natural history of the disease itself, which will be

undertaken if the contributions of money warrant.
It is believed that the study of the treatment of the disease should not be added to the

labors of the commission. The contributions of experience in this direction will doubtless
be numerous, and may be properly left to the medical journals of the country and to indi-
vidual reports. Very respectfully, John M. Woodworth,

Surgeon-General U. S. Marine Hospital Service.
Washington, October 10, 1878.

ABSTRACT OF SANITARY REPORTS RECEIVED DURING THE PAST
WEEK UNDER THE NATIONAL QUARANTINE ACT.\p=m-\No. XIV.

Office Surgeon-General U. S. M. H. S., Washington, October 12, 1878.
New Orleans, La.

—

There were 988 cases of yellow fever and 340 deaths during the
week ended yesterday afternoon. For the last twenty-four hours, 164 cases and 49 deaths.
The disease now prevails throughout the city. Total cases 11,206, total deaths 3400.
Port Eads, La.

—

One death from yellow fever occurred in the past week.
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Baton Rouge, La.
—

Three hundred and ninety-seven cases of yellow fever and 35
deaths for the week ended nine A. M. yesterday. Total cases 1869, deaths 113.
Morgan City, La.

—

During the week ended yesterday there were 128 cases of yellow
fever and 23 deaths. Total cases 428, deaths 71.
Ocean Springs, Miss.

—

Twenty-five new cases of yellow fever and six deaths for the
week ended at noon yesterday. Total cases 103, deaths 28.
Pass Christian, Miss.

—

For the past week there were 35 cases of yellow fever and
three deaths. Total cases 94, deaths nine.
Bay St. Louis, Miss.

—

During the past two weeks ended yesterday evening there were
208 cases of yellow fever and 36 deaths. Total cases 286, deaths 56.
Biloxi, Miss. —From commencement of outbreak of yellow fever to the 11th inst. there

have been 275 cases and 28 deaths.
Port Gibson, Miss.

—

The yellow fever has spread into the country ; at least thirty
plantations surrounding Port Gibson are now infected. The deaths to date are estimated at
190.
Friar's Point, Miss.

—

There have been 13 cases of yellow fever and four deaths to

yesterday evening.
Crystal Springs, Miss.

—

Total cases of yellow fever to yesterday evening 81, deaths
36. The fever first appeared at Dry Grove neighborhood, twelve miles northwest of Crys-
tal Springs.
Hernando, Miss.

—

The first case of yellow fever
—

a refugee from Memphis
—

oc-

curred August 31st. Twenty-three cases and 10 deaths during the past week. Total cases
to yesterday evening 83, deaths 33.
Grenada, Miss.— Six cases of yellow fever and two deaths for the past week. Cor-

rected total deaths to yesterday evening, 323.
Spring Hill, Grenada Co., Miss.

—

Fifteen cases of yellow fever and six deaths to

yesterday. First case October 1st.
Vicksburg, Miss. —For the past week there were 33 deaths from yellow fever. Ninety-

six deaths have occurred in Warren County, outside of Vicksburg. Total deaths in city
and county, 978.
Holly Springs, Miss.

—

Total cases of yellow fever to October 8th, 1064 ; total deaths
to that date, 241.
Jackson, Miss.

—

Between 30 and 40 cases of yellow fever reported to October 5th.
Memphis, Tenn.

—

There were 157 deaths from yellow fever for the week ended the
evening of the 10th inst. Total deaths, 2784.
Brownsville, Tenn.

—

One hundred and thirty-nine cases of yellow fever and 35
deaths for the week ended yesterday afternoon. Total cases 413, deaths 121.
Paris, Tenn.

—

The first case of yellow fever among the inhabitants occurred Septem-
ber 6th. The first case of the fever among refugees August 23d. Total cases to yesterday
evening 52, deaths 22.
Cairo, III.—-Total cases of yellow fever to yesterday evening 31, besides five doubtful

cases. Total deaths, 25. Assistant Surgeon Waldo, of the Marine Hospital Service, taken
sick on Thursday, probably with yellow fever.
St. Louis, Mo. —No cases of yellow fever in the city. Three deaths at quarantine dur-

ing the past week, two of which were refugees. The superintendent of the quarantine sta-
tion is sick with yellow fever.
Louisville, Ky.—For the week ended yesterday evening there were 10 new cases of

yellow fever and eight deaths, of which numbers nine cases and seven deaths were among
the inhabitants residing in the infected portion of the city referred to in previous reports.
Total cases 112, deaths 49. Of these, 88 cases and 34 deaths were refugees.
Cincinnati, Ohio.

—

No new cases or deaths have occurred since last report up to the
9th inst.
Mobile, Ala.

—

There were seven cases of yellow fever and three deaths since noon of
October 4th to the 11th inst. Total cases 37, deaths 20.
Decatur, Ala.

—

The first case of yellow fever occurred September 7th. Total cases
to yesterday evening 82, total deaths 15.
Key West, Fla.

—

Two cases of yellow fever occurred this week, the first since the 21st
of September. Total cases 37, deaths 16.
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Canton, Miss. — From October 4th to October 10th there were 90 new cases of yellow
fever and 26 deaths. Total eases to that date 810, deaths 139.

Havana, Cuba. — Twenty-six deaths from yellow fever and three from small-pox ; week
ended October 5th.
No reports received from the following places where yellow fever exists : Greenville, Miss. ;

Mississippi City, Miss. ; Water Valley, Miss.; Chattanooga, Tenn.; Grand Junction, Tenn.;
Hickman, Ky. ; South Pass, La. ; Plaquemine, La., etc.
South America.

—

At Rio de Janeiro there were three deaths from yellow fever and 24
from small-pox during the week ended September 19th. Good health prevails in Barran-
quilla, New Grenada. Advices September 19th.
Europe.

—

In one hundred and thirty-two cities and towns of the German empire, hav-
ing an aggregate population of 7,376,861, there were 3787 deaths from all causes for the
week ended September 23d, being an annual rate of mortality of 26.7 per 1000 of the pop-
ulation. Among the deaths reported there were 104 from scarlet fever, one from typhus, 104
from diphtheria and croup, and none from small-pox. At Vienna, Austria, during the week
ended September 14th there were 12 deaths from small-pox, two from typhus, three from
scarlet fever, and 12 from diphtheria.
Africa.

—

A dispatch from the United States consulate at Gibraltar, September 23d,
states that private advices from Tangier announce 103 deaths from cholera at Casablanca,
Morocco, on the 17th of September, Moors, Jews, and Christians being attacked by the dis-
ease. At Fez the cholera is reported as increasing. Cholera has broken out in several other
places in the interior of Morocco. At Mogadore, Morocco, the deaths from hunger and ty-
phus are reported to be from sixty to seventy per day. The hungry Moors attacked the
custom-house and British and Spanish consulates at that place, and were repulsed with loss.
Asia.

—

Thirty-one deaths from cholera in Bombay ; week ended August 20th. No
deaths from cholera in Calcutta for week ended August 10th.

John M. Woodworth,
Surgeon-General U. S. Marine Hospital Service.

COMPARATIVE MORTALITY-RATES.

New York.
Philadelphia.
Brooklyn.
Chicago.
Boston.
Providence.
Lowell.
Worcester.
Cambridge.
Fall River.
Lynn.
Springfield.
Salem.

Estimated Pop-
ulation, July 1,

1878.

1,093,171
876,118
549,438
460.000
375,476
100,000
55,798
54,937
53,547
53,207
35.528
33,981
27,140

Deaths during
week ending
Oct. 6,1878.

516
246
221
136
120
25
25
13
16
27
10
5
5

Annual Death-Rates per 1000 living.
For the
Week.

24.54
14.60
20.91
15.37
16.62
13.00
23.29
12.31
15.53
26.39
14.64
7.66
9.58

For the Year i Mean for ten
1877. ïears,'68-77.

23.42
18.80
21.51
17.83
20.10
18.81
19.09
20.06
18.69
21.35
20.42
16.02
20.38

28.71
21.54
25.50
22.39
24.34
19.20
22.50
22.30
20.83
24.96
19.67
19.77
21.15

Appointments.
—

Among the changes in the list of instructors at the Harvard Medical
School we find the following appointments : Dr. F. W. Draper, lecturer on forensic med-
icine ; Dr. C. F. Folsom, lecturer on hygiene ; Dr E. G. Cutler, assistant in pathological
anatomy.
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